
 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
18 October 2016 

Dear Stakeholder 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

SALDANHA BAY NETWORK STRENGTHENING PROJECT, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NO: 14/12/16/3/3/2/926 

 

INVITATION TO PUBLIC MEETING 

 

As part of the envisaged developments in the Saldanha Bay area, Eskom has been 

prompted to re-assess the capability of the existing electricity network in the area in order 

to meet the forecasted load requirements from industrial customers, the Industrial 

Development Zone (IDZ), local distributors and also to facilitate the integration of 

renewable generation.  From the load forecast, it is evident that there will be a constraint 

at Aurora Substation.  The projected new load of approximately 200 MVA that will be 

realised in the area together with the natural load growth will increase Aurora Substation 

demand from 517 MVA to approximately 890 MVA in year 2030.  The firm capacity in the 

area will be exceeded in 2018 if the additional loads are to be supplied from Aurora 

Substation.  The transformation capacity is also insufficient to evacuate all of the potential 

renewable generation planned in the area, amounting to 2 885 MW.  

 

The scope of Saldanha Bay network strengthening project includes the following:  

 

» Construction of a new 400/132kV Transmission Substation in the Saldanha Bay area 

with a planned capacity of 3 x 500 MVA transformers.  The transmission substation 

footprint will be 600m x 600m. 

» Construction of a new 132/66kV Distribution Substation near the current Blouwater 

Substation in the Saldanha Bay area.  The distribution substation footprint will be 

120m x 120m. 

» The construction of two 400kV power lines (approximately 35 - 40 km) from the 

Aurora Substation to the new proposed distribution and transmission substations.  A 

servitude of 55m is required for each power line. 

» Construction of 3 x double circuit 132kV power lines to connect the new distribution 

substation to the new transmission substation. 

» Replacing two of the four existing 250 MVA 400/132kV transformers with 2 x 500 MVA 

transformers at Aurora Substation. 

» Establishing 2 x 132 kV feeder bays around Aurora Substation.   



 

 

The proposed Distribution substation (Dx), Transmission substation (Tx) and power lines 

will be located in the Saldanha Bay area, approximately 130km north west of Cape Town, 

in the Western Cape Province.  The location of the proposed substations and power lines 

will be within 20km from the coast.  The closest towns are Saldanha Bay and Vredenburg.  

The following properties will potentially be affected by the construction of the proposed 

power lines and substations:  Driehoeks Fontein RE/176; Adjoining Springfontein 174; 

Yzerfontein 3/178; Yezerfontein 8/178; Farm 1162; Zoutekuilen RE/179; Waschklip 183; 

Everts Hope RE/190; Langeberg 1/187; Langeberg RE/187; Langeberg RE/188; Langeberg 

6/188; Langeberg 4/187; Uyekraal 3/189; Uyekraal RE/189; Uyekraal 1/189.  

 

Alternative substation sites and power line corridors have been identified within a broader 

study area.  These, together with any other feasible alternatives identified through the EIA 

process, will be assessed and preferred alternatives recommended for implementation.   

 

Should the project be authorised by the National Department of Environmental Affairs 

(DEA), Eskom will then enter into a negotiation process with each affected landowner.  The 

process of negotiating a servitude is independent of the EIA process, and will be 

undertaken directly by Eskom.   

 

In terms of the EIA Regulations published in terms of Section 24(5) of the National 

Environmental Management Act (NEMA, Act No. 107 of 1998), Eskom requires 

authorisation from the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) in consultation 

with the Western Cape Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

(DEA&DP) for the construction and operation of the proposed Dx substation, Tx substation 

and power lines.  In terms of sections 24(5) of NEMA, the EIA Regulations published in GN 

R982 to GN R985, an EIA process is being undertaken for this proposed project by 

Savannah Environmental.  

 

As part of these environmental studies, a public participation process is being undertaken 

to allow Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) an opportunity to comment on the 

proposed project.  You are hereby invited to attend a Public Meeting to be held as 

follows: 

 

Date:  Thursday 3 November 2016 

 

Time:  14:00 – 16:00 

 

Venue: Langebaan Auditorium, corner of Oostewal Street and Bree Street, 

Langebaan 

 

The purpose of the meeting is to provide you with more information regarding the 

proposed project (including technical details, project process and timeframes etc.), to 

provide a summary of the findings of the draft EIA Report, to invite comment on the 

proposed project, and to further to discuss possible issues of specific concern to you which 

may need to be addressed.  Please note that the draft EIA Report will be made available 

for a 30-day comment period in due course. Kindly confirm your attendance by Wednesday 

2 November 2016.    



 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process.  

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 
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Charles Malherbe <cjmalherbe@wcdm.co.za>, René de Kock <dekockr@nra.co.za>

Subject: EIA PROCESS - SALDANHA BAY NETWORK STRENGTHENING PROJECT, WESTERN

CAPE PROVINCE - INVITATION TO PUBLIC MEETING

Body: Dear Stakeholder

The Environmental Impact Assessment Process being undertaken for the

Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening Project (DEA Ref. No.: 14/12/16

/3/3/2/926) has reference. Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are hereby

invited to attend a Public Meeting on Thursday 3 November 2016 from 14:00 -

16:00 at the Langebaan Auditorium in Langebaan. Please refer to the attached

letter for further information in this regard.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries in this regard.

Kind regards,

Mrs Gabriele Wood

Public Participation and Social Consultant

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd

Tel: 27 11 656 3237

Fax: 086 684 0547

Email: gabriele@savannahsa.com

www.savannahsa.com
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From the desk of Gabriele Wood

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com
_____________________________________

06 September 2016

Mr. Johannes Gilliaume Steyn

PO Box 266

Langebaanweg

7375

Tel: 083-252-1162

Dear Mr Johannes Gilliaume Steyn

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

SALDANHA BAY NETWORK STRENGTHENING PROJECT, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE

NOTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS

As part of the envisaged developments in the Saldanha Bay area, Eskom SOC Limited has

been prompted to re-assess the capability of the existing electricity network in the area in

order to meet the forecasted load requirements from industrial customers, the Saldanha

Bay Industrial Development Zone (IDZ), local distributors and also to facilitate the

integration of renewable energy generation. Power to the Saldanha Bay area is supplied

from Aurora Substation which is located 28km east of Saldanha Bay. Aurora Substation

supplies Distribution’s Blouwater, Saldanha Steel and Smelter Substations. From the load

forecast, it is evident that there will be a constraint at Aurora Substation. The projected

new load of approximately 200 MVA that will be realised in the area together with the

natural load growth will increase Aurora Substation demand from 517 MVA to

approximately 890 MVA in year 2030. The firm capacity in the area will be exceeded in

2018 if the additional loads are to be supplied from Aurora Substation. The transformation

capacity is also insufficient to evacuate all of the potential renewable energy generation

planned in the area, amounting to 2 885 MW.

The scope of Saldanha Bay network strengthening project includes the following:

» Construction of a new 400/132kV Transmission Substation in the Saldanha Bay area

with a planned capacity of 3 x 500 MVA transformers. The transmission substation

footprint will be 600m x 600m.

» Construction of a new 132/66kV Distribution Substation near the current Blouwater

Substation in the Saldanha Bay area. The distribution substation footprint will be

120m x 120m.



» The construction of two 400kV power lines (approximately 35 - 40 km) from the

Aurora Substation to the new proposed distribution and transmission substations. A

servitude of 55m is required for each power line.

» Replacing two of the four existing 250 MVA 400/132kV transformers with 2 x 500 MVA

transformers at Aurora Substation.

» Establishing 2 x 132 kV feeder bays around Aurora Substation.

The proposed Distribution substation (Dx), Transmission substation (Tx) and power lines

will be located in the Saldanha Bay area, approximately 130km north west of Cape Town,

in the Western Cape Province. The location of the proposed substations and power lines

will be within 20km from the coast. The closest towns are Saldanha Bay and Vredenburg.

The following properties will potentially be affected by the construction of the proposed

power lines and substations: Driehoeks Fontein RE/176; Adjoining Springfontein 174;

Yzerfontein 3/178; Yezerfontein 8/178; Farm 1162; Zoutekuilen RE/179; Waschklip 183;

Everts Hope RE/190; Langeberg 1/187; Langeberg RE/187; Langeberg RE/188; Langeberg

6/188; Langeberg 4/187; Uyekraal 3/189; Uyekraal RE/189; Uyekraal 1/189 (refer to

attached map).

Alternative substation sites and power line corridors have been identified within a broader

study area. These, together with any other feasible alternatives identified through the EIA

process, will be assessed and preferred alternatives recommended for implementation.

Should the project be authorised by the National Department of Environmental Affairs

(DEA), Eskom will then enter into a negotiation process with each affected landowner. The

process of negotiating a servitude is independent of the EIA process, and will be

undertaken directly by Eskom.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS

In terms of the EIA Regulations published in terms of Section 24(5) of the National

Environmental Management Act (NEMA, Act No. 107 of 1998), Eskom requires

authorisation from the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) in consultation

with the Western Cape Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning

(DEA&DP) for the construction and operation of the proposed Dx substation, Tx substation

and power lines. In terms of sections 24(5) of NEMA, the EIA Regulations published in GN

R982 to GN R985, a Scoping and EIA are required to be undertaken for this proposed

project. In order to obtain authorisation, comprehensive, independent environmental

studies must be undertaken in accordance with the EIA Regulations.

Eskom has appointed Savannah Environmental, as the independent environmental

consultants, to undertake the required EIA Process to identify and assess all the potential

environmental impacts associated with the proposed project, and propose appropriate

mitigation and management measures in an Environmental Management Programme

(EMPr). As part of these environmental studies, I&APs will be actively involved through

the public involvement process also being undertaken by Savannah Environmental.



You and/or the organisation which you represent have been identified as a directly affected

or adjacent property owner that could be impacted by the proposed project. The EIA

Regulations require that written notice is given to the owner or person in control of the

land as well as occupiers of the affected and adjacent properties, which could be impacted

by the project, are informed of the environmental assessment process. In this regard,

please could you kindly inform any other persons (tenants, employees, farm managers and

workers etc.) residing on your property of this EIA process. Should you or any other

occupier of your property have an interest in this project, please register yourselves as

Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) and note your formal comments by sending written

correspondence in this regard. By registering on the project database, you will receive all

information relating to the project and will be provided with an opportunity to provide

comment and input into the EIA process.

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence

in this regard. All comments received will be included in the Environmental Impact

Assessment Report which will be submitted to the DEA. Comments can be made as

written submission via fax, post or email.

Our team welcomes your participation and looks forward to your involvement throughout

this process.

Kind Regards

MRS GABRIELE WOOD

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL
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Gabriele Wood

From: Berna Benecke <bernab@telkomsa.net>

Sent: 08 August 2016 15:16

To: 'Gabriele Wood'

Cc: 'Pamela Sidambe'

Subject: RE: Eskom Saldanha Bay Strengthening Project

Gabriele – thanks.
I will have to take this to the relevant parties involved, as it seems like the faming will be interrupted.

Can you enlarge the picture and show the weighbridge and confirm these are the correct figures after the 80sqh
which was sold to Gavin Stighlingh from the origianal 1/187 last year ? Will be good if you can show this as well.

Regards
Berna

From: Gabriele Wood [mailto:gabriele@savannahsa.com]
Sent: Monday, 08 August 2016 2:26 PM
To: 'Berna Benecke'
Cc: 'Pamela Sidambe'
Subject: RE: Eskom Saldanha Bay Strengthening Project

Dear Berna

Please see the updated map showing the properties owned by the Pieterse Barend Trust (highlighted in
yellow). These include:

• Langeberg 1/187

• Langeberg RE/187

• Langeberg 4/187

The blue block (Transmission sub-station Site D) is one of the sub-station options being considered within the EIA
and is proposed to be located on Portion 1 of Langeberg 187.

Kind regards

Gabriele Wood
Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 86 684 0547

From: Berna Benecke [mailto:bernab@telkomsa.net]
Sent: 08 August 2016 10:06
To: 'Gabriele Wood' <gabriele@savannahsa.com>
Cc: 'Pamela Sidambe' <pamela@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: Eskom Saldanha Bay Strengthening Project

Gabriele – please highlighted all Barend Pieterse portions in yellow (I see portion with blue square without any
name located)

From: Gabriele Wood [mailto:gabriele@savannahsa.com]
Sent: Friday, 05 August 2016 2:05 PM
To: bernab@telkomsa.net
Cc: 'Pamela Sidambe'
Subject: RE: Eskom Saldanha Bay Strengthening Project
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Dear Berna

Your correspondence with my colleague, Pamela below refers. Please find attached a map showing the proposed
power line route and substation location options in relation to the remaining extent and portion 1 of the farm
Langeberg 187. Please could you kindly return the attached reply form at your earliest convenience so that I may
update the database with the correct contact details.

Savannah Environmental has been appointed by Eskom to undertake an Environmental Impact Assessment process
for the Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening project. A Scoping Report was prepared and accepted by the
Department of Environmental Affairs in July 2016. The Scoping Report is available for download from our
website: http://www.savannahsa.com/projects/project.php?project=434

We have commenced with the EIA phase of this project and the appointed specialists, which includes Pamela from
our offices, will be undertaking their site visits to compile their assessment reports. Public participation meetings are
planned to take place in September 2016.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries in this regard.

Kind regards

Gabriele Wood
Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 86 684 0547

From: Pamela Sidambe [mailto:pamela@savannahsa.com]
Sent: 05 August 2016 13:22
To: 'Berna Benecke' <bernab@telkomsa.net>
Cc: 'Gabriele Wood' <gabriele@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: Eskom Saldanah Bay Strengthening Project

Dear Berna,

Thank you for your feedback. All your queries have been forwarded to Gabriele Wood, our public participation
consultant. She will be in touch to discuss all the other issues regarding the project. I only deal with the social
related issues.

Kind Regards,
Pamela Sidambe
Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 86 684 0547

From: Berna Benecke [
Sent: Friday, August 5, 2016 1:01 PM
To: 'Pamela Sidambe' <pamela@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: Eskom Saldanah Bay Strengthening Project

Pamela – send me a map showing the 2 portions of the farms on both sides of the Weskus Road and I will discuss
with the Trustees
Kind regards

From: Pamela Sidambe [mailto:pamela@savannahsa.com]
Sent: Friday, 05 August 2016 12:19 PM
To: bernab@telkomsa.net
Subject: Eskom Saldanah Bay Strengthening Project
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Dear Berna,

As per our telephone conversation, I am a social consultant at Savannah Environmental. We are in the EIA phase for
the Eskom Saldanah Bay network Strengthening Project and we would like to meet with all impacted and affected
landowners.

I am proposing the meeting for the 11th of August at 1230 to about 1330 at a preferred venue, either at the venue or
somewhere within the area or Cape Town. If not possible to meet between the 10th and 11th when I am in Saldanah,
please let me know if we can have a telephone discussion at a convenient time.

The EIA report will be on public display for your reviews sometime in September.

Thank you.

Kind Regards,

Pamela Sidambe

Social Consultant

Cell: 083 278 9171

Email: pamela@savannahsa.com

www.savannahSA.com

Awarded Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015 (SAWEA)

Disclaimer

This message and any files transmitted with it may contain information which is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure. If you are not the
intended recipient of this message, or if you have received it in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete the original and any attachments without making
a copy or disclosing its contents.

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
www.avast.com

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
www.avast.com

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
www.avast.com



From the desk of Gabriele Wood

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com
_____________________________________

18 November 2016

Dear Stakeholder

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

SALDANHA BAY NETWORK STRENGTHENING PROJECT, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE

DEA REF NO: 14/12/16/3/3/2/926

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

REPORT FOR REVIEW

As part of the envisaged developments in the Saldanha Bay area, Eskom has been prompted

to re-assess the capability of the existing electricity network in the area in order to meet the

forecasted load requirements from industrial customers, the Industrial Development Zone

(IDZ), local distributors and also to facilitate the integration of renewable generation. From

the load forecast, it is evident that there will be a constraint at Aurora Substation. The

projected new load of approximately 200 MVA that will be realised in the area together with

the natural load growth will increase Aurora Substation demand from 517 MVA to

approximately 890 MVA in year 2030. The firm capacity in the area will be exceeded in 2018

if the additional loads are to be supplied from Aurora Substation. The transformation

capacity is also insufficient to evacuate all of the potential renewable generation planned in

the area, amounting to 2 885 MW.

The scope of Saldanha Bay network strengthening project includes the following:

» Construction of a new 400/132kV Transmission Substation in the Saldanha Bay area

with a planned capacity of 3 x 500 MVA transformers. The transmission substation

footprint will be 600m x 600m.

» Construction of a new 132/66kV Distribution Substation near the current Blouwater

Substation in the Saldanha Bay area and decommissioning of the existing Blouwater

Substation. The new distribution substation footprint will be 120m x 120m.

» The construction of two 400kV power lines (approximately 35 - 40 km) from the Aurora

Substation to the new proposed distribution and transmission substations. A servitude

of 55m is required for each power line.

» Construction of 3 x double circuit 132kV power lines to connect the new distribution

substation to the new transmission substation.

» Replacing two of the four existing 250 MVA 400/132kV transformers with 2 x 500 MVA

transformers at Aurora Substation.

» Establishing 2 x 132 kV feeder bays around Aurora Substation.



The proposed Distribution substation (Dx), Transmission substation (Tx) and power lines will

be located in the Saldanha Bay area, approximately 130km north west of Cape Town, in the

Western Cape Province. The location of the proposed substations and power lines will be

within 20km from the coast. The closest towns are Saldanha Bay and Vredenburg. The

following properties will potentially be affected by the construction of the proposed power

lines and substations: Driehoeks Fontein RE/176; Adjoining Springfontein 174; Yzerfontein

3/178; Yezerfontein 8/178; Farm 1162; Zoutekuilen RE/179; Waschklip 183; Everts Hope

RE/190; Langeberg 1/187; Langeberg RE/187; Langeberg RE/188; Langeberg 6/188;

Langeberg 4/187; Uyekraal 3/189; Uyekraal RE/189; Uyekraal 1/189.

Alternative substation sites and power line corridors have been identified within a broader

study area. These, together with any other feasible alternatives identified through the EIA

process, behave been assessed and preferred alternatives recommended for

implementation.

Should the project be authorised by the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA),

Eskom will then enter into a negotiation process with each affected landowner. The process

of negotiating a servitude is independent of the EIA process, and will be undertaken directly

by Eskom.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS

In terms of the EIA Regulations published in terms of Section 24(5) of the National

Environmental Management Act (NEMA, Act No. 107 of 1998), Eskom requires authorisation

from the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) in consultation with the

Western Cape Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (DEA&DP)

for the construction and operation of the proposed Dx substation, Tx substation and power

lines. In terms of sections 24(5) of NEMA, the EIA Regulations published in GN R982 to GN

R985, an EIA process is being undertaken for this proposed project. The DEA accepted the

Scoping Report and Plan of Study for the project in July 2016. The application has been

assigned the following reference number: 14/12/16/3/3/2/926.

Eskom has appointed Savannah Environmental as the independent environmental consultant

to undertake the required EIA to identify and assess all the potential environmental impacts

associated with the proposed project, and propose appropriate mitigation and management

measures in an Environmental Management Programme (EMPr). As part of these

environmental studies, Interested and Affected (I&APs) have been and will continue to be

actively involved through the public involvement process.

AVAILABILITY OF THE EIA REPORT FOR REVIEW

An EIA Report for the proposed project has been prepared by Savannah Environmental and

is available for review. The review period is from 18 November 2016 – 09 January

20171. The report can be viewed at the following locations:

1 The 30-day review period excludes the days of reckoning from 15 December 2016 – 05 January 2017

as per Regulation 3(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014



» Vredenburg Public Library (School Street, Vredenburg)

» Hopefield Public Library (Oak Street, Hopefield)

» Langebaan Public Library (Cnr. Oostewal & Bree Street, Langebaan)

» Saldanha Bay Public Library (Berg Street, Saldanha)

The report is also available for download on www.savannahsa.com/projects. The due date

for written comment is 09 January 2017.

Please submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence in this regard. All

comments received will be included in the final EIA Report which will be submitted to the

DEA for review and decision-making. Comments can be made as written submission via fax,

post or email.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or

clarification regarding the proposed project. Our team welcomes your participation and

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process.

Kind Regards

MRS GABRIELE WOOD

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL



PROPOSED SALDANHA BAY NETWORK STRENGTHENING PROJECT,

WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE - AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT EIA REPORT FOR

REVIEW

Assigned to:

Teams: Global Project: Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening

Project, WC

From: Gabriele Wood <gabriele@savannahsa.com>

To:

Cc:

Bcc: Andre Kruger <andre.kruger@sbm.gov.za>, Richard Ian Holcroft

<richard.holcroft@arcelormittal.com>, Melissa Lintnaar-Strauss <ndobenin2@dws.gov.za>,

Piet van Zyl <pieter.vanzyl@westerncape.gov.za>, Dale Wright <dale.wright@birdlife.org.za>,

Ayub Mohamed <ayub.mohamed@pgwc.gov.za>, Samantha Ralston-Paton

<energy@birdlife.org.za>, Zoë Palmer <zoe.palmer@aurecongroup.com>, Francois John

Schippers <francois.schippers@sbm.gov.za>, Peter Reavy <preavy@frontierrarearths.co.za>,

Cor van der Walt <corvdw@elsenburg.com>, Owen Peters <owen.peters@eskom.co.za>,

Keith Harrison <keithhbharrison@lando.co.za>, Izel van Rooy <vortumenergy@gmail.com>,

Cassie Du Preez <cassie.dupreez@sbm.gov.za>, Constant Hoogstad

<constanth@ewt.org.za>, Darryl Hunt <darryl.hunt@dynamicenergy.co.za>, Reinet van Zyl

<reinet.vanzyl@arcelormittal.com>, Lt. Col. Tyrone King <tyroneking@webmail.co.za>, Nicole

Abrahams <abrahamsn@nra.co.za>, Ndivhuwo Netshilaphala

<ndivhuwo.netshilaphala@transnet.net>, Evan Burger <evan.burger@westerncape.gov.za>,

Jannie Mueller <jannie@mulilo.com>, Francois Steyn <yzerfontein.boerdery1@gmail.com>,

Stehan Bouwer <johannes.bouwer@transnet.net>, Jako Kotze

<info@langebaanratepayers.co.za>, Willem Louw <willem.louw@sanparks.org>, Eugene

Mmbadi <eugene.mmbadi@sbm.gov.za>, Rashid Khan <khanr@dwa.gov.za>, Bertus van

Niekerk <bertus@mulilo.com>, Jacobus Pieter de Wet Steyn <wolfiesfontein@gmail.com>, Gill

Stewart <angil@westcoastmail.co.za>, Thys Van Niekerk <thys@thalithali.co.za>, Elmien De

Bruyn <elmien.debruyn@duferco.co.za>, Berna Benecke <bernab@telkomsa.net>, Wilma

Lutsch <wlutsch@environment.gov.za>, Samuel Masemola <dgoffice@drdlr.gov.za>, Karen de

Bruyn <eia@g7energies.com>, Louw Venter <louw.venter@aecom.com>, Gesie Theron

<gesie.theron@arcelormittal.com>, Nicolaas Stephanus Louw <stephan.louw@sbm.gov.za>,

Ryno Pienaar <rynop@capebiosphere.co.za>, Malcolm Watters

<malcolm.watters@westerncape.gov.za>, Karin Otto

<conservationoffice@capebiosphere.co.za>, Grace Swanepoel

<grace.swanepoel@westerncape.gov.za>, Gavin Stigling <anyskop01@gmail.com>, Duduzile

Kunene <duduzile.kunene@dmr.gov.za>, Hein Groenwald <admin@salnet.co.za>, Sharon

February <info@capebiosphere.co.za>, Lars Starke <lars.starke@westerncape.gov.za>, Carin

Kershoff <waschklip@arcelormittal.com>, Sonia Miszczak <sonia@atlanticep.com>, Mario J

Brown <mario.brown@westerncape.gov.za>, Martin Halvorsen <darlingwines@telkomsa.net>,

Frederik Tolken <lize.tolken@gmail.com>, Jenny Sandivo <jenny.sandivo@engenoil.com>,

Frank Pronk <frank.pronk@sbm.gov.za>, Seth Olivier <setho@pcsafrica.net>, Francois Turner

<info@turnerland.co.za>, Nazeema Duarte <nazeema.duarte@sbm.gov.za>, Thoko Buthelezi
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<pjh@fossilpark.org.za>, H Slabig <slabigh@gmail.com>, Andrew Julyan

<andrew.julyan@transnet.net>, Barry Reid <barry.reid@rhdhv.com>, Mashudu Marubini

<mashuduma@daff.gov.za>, Warren Dreyer <dreyerw@dws.gov.za>, Alana Duffel-Canham

<aduffell-canham@capenature.co.za>, Charles Malherbe <cjmalherbe@wcdm.co.za>

Subject: PROPOSED SALDANHA BAY NETWORK STRENGTHENING PROJECT, WESTERN CAPE

PROVINCE - AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT EIA REPORT FOR REVIEW

Body: Dear Stakeholder

Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd is proposing the Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening Project

which involves the proposed construction of a new Distribution substation (Dx), Transmission

substation (Tx), the decomissioning of the Blouwater substation; the construction of 2x

400kV Power Lines and associated upgrade and extension of the Aurora Substation. The

proposed Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening is located in the Saldanha Bay area,

approximately 130km north west of Cape Town, in the Western Cape Province. Savannah

Environmental has been appointed by Eskom to undertake the required Environmental

Impact Assessment process required for this project. The application reference number is:

14/12/16/3/3/2/926.

An Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah

Environmental and is available for review and comment by Interested and/or Affected Parties

(I&APs). The 30-day period for public review is from 18 November 2016 - 09 January 2017

(the 30-day review period excludes the days of reckoning from 15 December 2016 – 05

January 2017 as per Regulation 3(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014). Kindly refer to the

attached notification letter for further information in this regard.

Kind regards

Mrs Gabriele Wood

Public Participation and Social Consultant

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd

Tel: 27 11 656 3237

Fax: 086 684 0547

Email: gabriele@savannahsa.com

www.savannahsa.com
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From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
27 January 2017 

 

Dear Stakeholder 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

SALDANHA BAY NETWORK STRENGTHENING PROJECT, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NO: 14/12/16/3/3/2/926 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW 

 

As part of the envisaged developments in the Saldanha Bay area, Eskom has been prompted 

to re-assess the capability of the existing electricity network in the area in order to meet the 

forecasted load requirements from industrial customers, the Industrial Development Zone 

(IDZ), local distributors and also to facilitate the integration of renewable generation.  From 

the load forecast, it is evident that there will be a constraint at Aurora Substation.  The 

projected new load of approximately 200 MVA that will be realised in the area together with 

the natural load growth will increase Aurora Substation demand from 517 MVA to 

approximately 890 MVA in year 2030.  The firm capacity in the area will be exceeded in 2018 

if the additional loads are to be supplied from Aurora Substation.  The transformation 

capacity is also insufficient to evacuate all of the potential renewable generation planned in 

the area, amounting to 2 885 MW.  

 

The scope of Saldanha Bay network strengthening project includes the following:  

 

» Construction of a new 400/132kV Transmission Substation in the Saldanha Bay area 

with a planned capacity of 3 x 500 MVA transformers.  The transmission substation 

footprint will be 600m x 600m. 

» Construction of a new 132/66kV Distribution Substation near the current Blouwater 

Substation in the Saldanha Bay area and decommissioning of the existing Blouwater 

Substation.  The new distribution substation footprint will be 120m x 120m. 

» The construction of two 400kV power lines (approximately 35 - 40 km) from the Aurora 

Substation to the new proposed distribution and transmission substations.  A servitude 

of 55m is required for each power line. 

» Construction of 3 x double circuit 132kV power lines to connect the new distribution 

substation to the new transmission substation. 

» Replacing two of the four existing 250 MVA 400/132kV transformers with 2 x 500 MVA 

transformers at Aurora Substation. 

» Establishing 2 x 132 kV feeder bays around Aurora Substation.   



 

 

The proposed Distribution substation (Dx), Transmission substation (Tx) and power lines will 

be located in the Saldanha Bay area, approximately 130km north west of Cape Town, in the 

Western Cape Province.  The location of the proposed substations and power lines will be 

within 20km from the coast.  The closest towns are Saldanha Bay and Vredenburg.  The 

following properties will potentially be affected by the construction of the proposed power 

lines and substations:  Driehoeks Fontein RE/176; Adjoining Springfontein 174; Yzerfontein 

3/178; Yezerfontein 8/178; Farm 1162; Zoutekuilen RE/179; Waschklip 183; Everts Hope 

RE/190; Langeberg 1/187; Langeberg RE/187; Langeberg RE/188; Langeberg 6/188; 

Langeberg 4/187; Uyekraal 3/189; Uyekraal RE/189; Uyekraal 1/189.  

 

Alternative substation sites and power line corridors have been identified within a broader 

study area.  These, together with any other feasible alternatives identified through the EIA 

process, behave been assessed and preferred alternatives recommended for 

implementation.   

 

Should the project be authorised by the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA), 

Eskom will then enter into a negotiation process with each affected landowner.  The process 

of negotiating a servitude is independent of the EIA process, and will be undertaken directly 

by Eskom.   

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of the EIA Regulations published in terms of Section 24(5) of the National 

Environmental Management Act (NEMA, Act No. 107 of 1998), Eskom requires authorisation 

from the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) in consultation with the 

Western Cape Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (DEA&DP) 

for the construction and operation of the proposed Dx substation, Tx substation and power 

lines.  In terms of sections 24(5) of NEMA, the EIA Regulations published in GN R982 to GN 

R985, an EIA process is being undertaken for this proposed project.  The DEA accepted the 

Scoping Report and Plan of Study for the project in July 2016.  The application has been 

assigned the following reference number:  14/12/16/3/3/2/926.  

 

Eskom has appointed Savannah Environmental as the independent environmental consultant 

to undertake the required EIA to identify and assess all the potential environmental impacts 

associated with the proposed project, and propose appropriate mitigation and management 

measures in an Environmental Management Programme (EMPr).  As part of these 

environmental studies, Interested and Affected (I&APs) have been and will continue to be 

actively involved through the public involvement process. 

 

Following comments received from Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) during the 30-

day review period of the draft EIA Report, a number of changes to the report are required 

and new information has been included in the final EIA Report prior to submission of this 

report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  A Revised EIA Report has been prepared 

in terms of the EIA Regulations of 2014, GN R982, Regulation 23(1). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

AVAILABILITY OF REVISED EIA REPORT FOR REVIEW 

 

A Revised EIA Report for the proposed project has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for review.  The review period is from 27 January 2017 – 

27 February 2017.  The report can be viewed at the following locations: 

 

» Vredenburg Public Library (School Street, Vredenburg) 

» Hopefield Public Library (Oak Street, Hopefield) 

» Langebaan Public Library (Cnr. Oostewal & Bree Street, Langebaan) 

» Saldanha Bay Public Library (Berg Street, Saldanha) 

 

The report is also available for download on www.savannahsa.com/projects.  The due date 

for written comment is 27 February 2017.   

 

Please submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence in this regard.  All 

comments received will be included in the final EIA Report which will be submitted to the 

DEA for review and decision-making.  Comments can be made as written submission via fax, 

post or email.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process.  

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



EIA PROCESS - SALDANHA BAY NETWORK STRENGTHENING PROJECT,

WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE DEA REF NO: 14/12/16/3/3/2/926 -

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW

Assigned to:

Teams: Global Project: Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening

Project, WC

From: Gabriele Wood <gabriele@savannahsa.com>

To:

Cc:

Bcc: Andre Kruger <andre.kruger@sbm.gov.za>, Richard Ian Holcroft

<richard.holcroft@arcelormittal.com>, Muneeb Baderoon

<muneeb.baderoon@westerncape.gov.za>, Gerhard Gerber

<gerhard.gerber@westerncape.gov.za>, Melissa Lintnaar-Strauss <ndobenin2@dws.gov.za>,

Piet van Zyl <pieter.vanzyl@westerncape.gov.za>, Dale Wright <dale.wright@birdlife.org.za>,

Ayub Mohamed <ayub.mohamed@pgwc.gov.za>, Samantha Ralston-Paton

<energy@birdlife.org.za>, Zoë Palmer <zoe.palmer@aurecongroup.com>, Francois John

Schippers <francois.schippers@sbm.gov.za>, Peter Reavy <preavy@frontierrarearths.co.za>,

Cor van der Walt <corvdw@elsenburg.com>, Owen Peters <owen.peters@eskom.co.za>,

Keith Harrison <keithhbharrison@lando.co.za>, Izel van Rooy <vortumenergy@gmail.com>,

Cassie Du Preez <cassie.dupreez@sbm.gov.za>, Constant Hoogstad

<constanth@ewt.org.za>, Darryl Hunt <darryl.hunt@dynamicenergy.co.za>, Reinet van Zyl

<reinet.vanzyl@arcelormittal.com>, Lt. Col. Tyrone King <tyroneking@webmail.co.za>, Nicole

Abrahams <abrahamsn@nra.co.za>, Ndivhuwo Netshilaphala

<ndivhuwo.netshilaphala@transnet.net>, Evan Burger <evan.burger@westerncape.gov.za>,

Jannie Mueller <jannie@mulilo.com>, Francois Steyn <yzerfontein.boerdery1@gmail.com>,

Stehan Bouwer <johannes.bouwer@transnet.net>, Jako Kotze

<info@langebaanratepayers.co.za>, Willem Louw <willem.louw@sanparks.org>, Eugene

Mmbadi <eugene.mmbadi@sbm.gov.za>, Rashid Khan <khanr@dwa.gov.za>, Bertus van

Niekerk <bertus@mulilo.com>, Keagan-leigh Adriaanse <keagan-

leigh.adriaanse@westerncape.gov.za>, Jacobus Pieter de Wet Steyn

<wolfiesfontein@gmail.com>, Gill Stewart <angil@westcoastmail.co.za>, Thys Van Niekerk

<thys@thalithali.co.za>, Elmien De Bruyn <elmien.debruyn@duferco.co.za>, Berna Benecke

<bernab@telkomsa.net>, Wilma Lutsch <wlutsch@environment.gov.za>, Samuel Masemola

<dgoffice@drdlr.gov.za>, Karen de Bruyn <eia@g7energies.com>, Louw Venter

<louw.venter@aecom.com>, Gesie Theron <gesie.theron@arcelormittal.com>, Nicolaas

Stephanus Louw <stephan.louw@sbm.gov.za>, Ryno Pienaar

<rynop@capebiosphere.co.za>, Malcolm Watters <malcolm.watters@westerncape.gov.za>,

Karin Otto <conservationoffice@capebiosphere.co.za>, Grace Swanepoel

<grace.swanepoel@westerncape.gov.za>, Gavin Stigling <anyskop01@gmail.com>, Duduzile

Kunene <duduzile.kunene@dmr.gov.za>, Hein Groenwald <admin@salnet.co.za>, Sharon

February <info@capebiosphere.co.za>, Lars Starke <lars.starke@westerncape.gov.za>, Carin

Kershoff <waschklip@arcelormittal.com>, Sonia Miszczak <sonia@atlanticep.com>, Mario J
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Frank Pronk <frank.pronk@sbm.gov.za>, Seth Olivier <setho@pcsafrica.net>, Francois Turner

<info@turnerland.co.za>, Nazeema Duarte <nazeema.duarte@sbm.gov.za>, Thoko Buthelezi

<thokob@daff.gov.za>, Guy Thomas <guy.thomas@westerncape.gov.za>, Doretha Kotze

<dkotze@wcdm.co.za>, Louis Scheepers <mun@sbm.gov.za>, N Ndobeni

<ndobenin2@dwa.gov.za>, Mark Maynard <stan@kropz.com>, Peter Harmse

<peter.harmse@westerncape.gov.za>, Pippa Haarhof <pjh@fossilpark.org.za>, H Slabig

<slabigh@gmail.com>, Zayed Brown <zayed.brown@westerncape.gov.za>, Andrew Julyan

<andrew.julyan@transnet.net>, Najah Ben Jeddou <najah.benjeddou@westerncape.gov.za>,

Barry Reid <barry.reid@rhdhv.com>, Mashudu Marubini <mashuduma@daff.gov.za>, Warren

Dreyer <dreyerw@dws.gov.za>, Alana Duffel-Canham <aduffell-canham@capenature.co.za>,

Charles Malherbe <cjmalherbe@wcdm.co.za>

Subject: EIA PROCESS - SALDANHA BAY NETWORK STRENGTHENING PROJECT, WESTERN

CAPE PROVINCE DEA REF NO: 14/12/16/3/3/2/926 - NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF

REVISED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW

Body: Dear Stakeholder

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process for the Saldanha Bay Network

Strengthening Project (DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/926) currently being undertaken by

Savannah Environmental on behalf of Eskom SOC Limited has reference.

Following comments received from Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) during the

30-day review period of the draft EIA Report, a number of changes to the report were

required to be made and new information has been included in the final EIA Report prior to

submission of this report to the Department of Environmental Affairs. A Revised EIA Report

has been prepared in terms of the EIA Regulations of 2014, GN R982, Regulation 23(1).

The Revised EIA Report is available for review from 27 January 2017 – 27 February 2017

Please refer to the attached notification letter for further details in this regard.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries in this regard.

Kind regards,

Mrs Gabriele Wood

Public Participation and Social Consultant

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd

Tel: 27 11 656 3237

Fax: 086 684 0547

Email: gabriele@savannahsa.com

www.savannahsa.com
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